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telt u hewmvy tug and [ was soon reefing in & pair of cod-

fish. In my Igloo cooler, I counted several -:-l'h-:r Eu:u:ld-
size fish and T've only been for two hours. That
ular day 1 t home 36 cod up to 30 pounds, Not -ﬁ:r
# cold day in winter. Now I'm not old enough m have expen-
enced the cod fshing that was around hefore the Rusim
trawlers moved i, and befoce LS, sommercials devastared the.
Grand Banks, bue T can tell you chat the eodfish is doing just

fine - in some aneas.

M}fjlgp.m barely hir the bottom when all of & audu:l-:n I

and Cagtain Joe Huckemeyer knws those areas like his own
- There s 3 Brge ares of rock piles located cast of
Clud:mh-insk.riuthugtmdmmmmmmmmcm
Mewember, 1 have cod up w 50 pounds there and have
seen fish as big a5 65 pounds but come that time of year
Sitell Bank b= alsca that hag @ fot of feh but
mmly from March th May, That arca i accessible from
the towng of Murshfield and Green Harbor, Most fishing is
dane in shallower water than the areas off H which can
g i to arowdnd 300 feer, At Stellwiyren most fishing is done in

The GComeback Kid

COD FISHING

ON THE RISE

by Carlos Bastos, Jr.

The codfish popubation has been steadily increasing for the
last 10 years or 80, Some might not get them in a5 good
as othess but that has 3 kot to do with what they are feeding on.
Take for mmnu: Stellwaper Bank off the coast of
Massachusens, T had grear runs of cod from 1989-1996
and then all ufasu the fishermen our there were having a
hard time coming up with a decent carch: The wagn't
that these were no more fish; ir was because all the bair char the
mdm&ﬂyﬁmdmwmuutmnungmmﬂan usuatly did-
Codfish are giuttons when it comes 1o cating. basically
follow food wherever it goes. The kaer two years Seellw:
Bank has been invaded with large amounis of sand eels .ij
return the hishing has been fantasoe,

JERSEY COD

We do not ger the wime amount of codfish that
Massachuserts gers but of you hit the right wreck ar the right
Trme, YL can canch some nce figh, [HI'Hﬂg in "'.-:wjmq.-
is serictly wreck fishing with buit. Moss of my fishing is done
ﬁ}lwhm: from 20 e 50 miles offshore and in 100 to 150 feet

my efforts during the winter months

thtSﬁ::u iﬂ:ﬂﬂu:alnn}iﬁewmksgm
loaded with e are that you nuigx have o hit
i few wrecks in order to I:Eil’tﬂa‘b:h"ln LT WSTE e
much time on one spot dF;:um not catching any fish_ If cod are
present you will kmow it immediately.

Because the cod have rebounded to 2 greater degres in Mew
England waters, many bottom  fishermen feel that
Massachnesetts is the best place 1o go. The fishing can be excel-
lent in places like the Great South Channel 2nd Nantucker

[hkcmuu:a

because

Shoals, which are only a 4-hour boar,

9 feet on top of the bank. One woed of advice on both loci-

hulﬁ,tr}'mamidp around the full meon, The
CUTTENtE mﬁmmmmmms
pounds ll:ﬂlmu.'ld not of held bomom.

When 1 fish the wrecks off New | clammﬁ::bmtuf
chinice, Oice in 1 wihibs same fresh ﬁ? will pro—
dlmhurﬁﬁhdamumﬂhgeﬁﬂ:nnud.\'ﬂmnlmmlm
to Massachuserts most of my fishing is done by jigging. On rare
eccassons when there ta't much bait around clam &= also wed.

When using bait, | prefer o two-hook rig dhat consists of a
S-foor piece of 60-pound leader, swo 1040 E-Z Baiter hooks by
I'.-'Iusr.a and & 4/} swivel to tie on o my main line. 1 then make

m mniu:t:mdlmak:a drapper loop abaout 5 or

E-ml: !me: £ loo ml;l-'ﬁedahmﬂ

fest u ffmnﬂ'lsﬂlstun:audthm nally [ pur the hooks on
and I'm all ser.

For jiggang, the ng is. very similar to the bair rig. The only

ces are that a gwivel is at the battoen of the
rig for vour g and T ke toouse 770 baitholder hooks, They
seerm fo e teasers from sliding down the hook The kinds
of hesEeTs are oot as | ni:n:ui:u:Istidcpi‘tI:lpinh

ind le teasers and my fivorite kind are pink Salty
Wh]%ﬂﬂéﬁ]ugr I know guys who use
wums;udﬂwynkudﬂwdf'ﬁ:my;gs.]um
Herfing jigs anywhere from 10 to 20 cunces,

I have two rods that | wse for cod. Both are custorm made
arud are from 7 feet, 7 inches and 8 feet in length. are both
made from Kennedy Ficher blanks,

fide from Hyannis. The head boat
Helen-H does all her cod fishing thers

Have a variety of |lgs avallable and
ready for action. On some days the
figs will ouwtmatck the bait.

which :l.t'e very strong but light in
weight, The reason for bath
tﬂds:luuguﬂuﬂun:unmm
weights and jigs up to 20 ounces and the
other is made for when the current is
really ripping and you need m go up a8 high as 40
ances,

My recls ase the Newell 400 and 500 series, und
1 stick with the ones with the lower gear rario. The
higher gear ratio models do nat handle the uss of
heavy fead too well I boad one seel up with 60-
Eﬁun{i Trilene and the other with #0-pound

ust in case we are fishing in very
mn:rmdﬂl':utﬁamnngud:. i

TIPS AND TRICKS

I only use the braided hnes 1f 1 really have o for
a-couple of reasons. On a head boat crovnded with
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Joft Smith with 8 double headar of
nice-size winter codiizh,

people, you will not make many fans
using it. The g that =|:|1.n:rE1.r|: bmd::g
line are an unbehevahle sight, When the
fishing i= hot, the guy beside is
definitely thinking about th:nvnnp, Yokl
overboard, Another thing that T have
noticed s that because those lines have
ne stretch [ was dropping a lot of fish 2
1 was reeling therm i, Cod 1;ltr i lﬁﬂ of
thirashing & are b rought
froam Ehﬂl‘tﬂm and Iaﬁuﬁ mrigm .
big fish thar way.

Oine neat- thing that I picked al
d}:mylﬁmu:-:nmﬂ}: q.*-:mpij'gmur hul}urﬁ
bl:'fﬂl'l: ol them on dropper Ioops

ut 3 @'E barrel gwivel on the ayve
u.'mi n close them with 4 pair of phiess,
Codfish have o hahit of spanning when
they dre being meled in and in renmm
your rigs become a kinked and tangled
mese atter just & few fish,

I pust want to stress how importane it
is for us fishermen to protect and con-
Erve our resourees now w0 that our chil-
dren will have codfish to catch n the
foture, T have already seen foee codfish for
sade at alocal fish marker and 1 think thar
fishing 15 supposed to be & dme o relox
and emjoy time out on the water with
your friends and family and in the mean-

tirne citeh some fresh fish for dinnes
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ACTION TEE'S
FOR THE SUMMER

The coasta Hshorman's favoriie fhiee- fropin:-ss siripsd
e, blusduh and weaklish, and in the background & an
ehons Doal. American-mada, 1007 pra-shmink, short-slneved
oomon shifs. Bach is cut generausly for oomrort and good
loohis- pver attar many laugh lehing tips! Color Pafe Spmncs
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